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Students Graduated from Hubei University of Medicine Are Selling
Authorship on Chinese Social Media

Recently, the 5GH team noticed a student graduated from Hubei University of Medicine are

selling authorship on RedNote, a Chinese social media.

His advertisement reads:
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Like many authorship-for-sale advertisements on Chinese social medias, this advertisement
covers up the selling of academic articles under the so-called collaboration, and the
advertisement states that the first/corresponding authors are available for the clients.

To demonstrate his capability to complete these papers, the person behind this advertisement
show several screenshots of the acceptance letters for his articles, published during his
master's program. And these information of the acceptance letters allow us identify who is
behind this matter: LIU Heng with the Hubei University of Medicine.
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Dear Dr Liu,

Please read this email in full as it contains
important information related to the
publication of your article.

1am pleased to inform you that your — The association between
P12 ==t Metabolic Score for Visceral
- > Fat and depression in

I 2Nee -3"has overweight or obese individuals:
been approved for production and evidence from NHANES

accepted for publication in Frontiers in

Endocrinology, section Obesity. s}

Proofs are being prepared for you to verify e ——1

before publication. We will also perform
final checks to ensure your manuscript
meets our criteria for publication
(https://wwwirontiersin.org, Jrevi
system#ManuscriptQualityStandards).
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Dear Dr Liu,
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We are delighted to let you know that the
above submission, which you co-authored,

has been accepted for publication in
Scientific Reports.
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Dear Dr Liu,

We are delighted to et you know that the
above submission, which you co-authored,
has been accepted for publication in
Journal of Health, Population and
Nutrition.
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OPEN Nonlinear relationship between
cardiometabolic index and bone
mineral density in U.S. adults: the
mediating role of percent body fat
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Association between inflammation indicators
(MLR, NLR, Sl SIRI, and AISI) and erectile
dysfunction in US adults: NHANES 2001-2004
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We're delighted to let you know that your

manuscript has been accepted for
publication in World Journal of Urology.
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We are delighted to let you know that the
above submission, which you co-authored,
has been accepted for publication in
Scientific Reports.
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We are delighted to let you know that the
above submission, which you co-authored,
has been accepted for publication in
Journal of Health, Population and
Nutrition.
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Dear Dr Liu

Your article has been accepted for
publication.

After a rigorous review, your work has been
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OPEN Association between relative
fat mass and kidney stones in
American adults
.
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Predictive role of neutrophil-percentage-
albumin ratio (NPAR) in overactive bladder
(OAB) in adults in the United States: a cross-
sectional study
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Dear Dr Liu,
Please read this email in full as it contains
important information related to the o= Association between novel
publication of your article. | am pleased to e anthropometric indices and
inform you that your manuscript ' ... ) overactive bladder: a
L o a

population-based study
study" has been approved for production and . [:|
accepted for publication in Frontiers in
Nutrition, section Nutritional Epidemiology
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Please read this email in full as it contains

important information related to the @ o The association between eight
publication of your article. | am pleased to complete blood count-derived
inform you that vour manuscript "Tl... inflammatory markers and

A muscle health

" has been approved for
production and accepted for publication in
Frontiers in Nutrition, section Clinical

Nutrition [ Fmr=ry ]
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These nine articles exhibit abnormal patterns. (1) They were published within a short span,
from the second half of 2024 to recently. (2) Most of these articles are about secondary
analysis on public database.

It is noted that secondary analysis on public database, such as the Global Burden of Disease
Study database, is the hot spot among the articles got involved in authorship-for-sale issues.
One can find tens, even hundreds, of such advertisements on Chinese social medias, claiming
that they can help researchers to conduct secondary analysis on public database and/or
complete the writing of the articles. All of these advertisements cover up the selling of the
articles under "advising" or "collaboration". Therefore, the publishers and/or journals should
pay more attentions to such articles.

This article is licensed to the 5GH Foundation under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International License



