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Abnormal Data on Articles with Authors from China Resources Snow Breweries

Recently, the 5GH team found 4 articles with author(s) from China Resources Snow Breweries
Co. Ltd. (*EiHFH 1M 45 IR 22 7)) have abnormal data and/or error bars.

Abnormal error bars were found on several figures of article [1-2]. Some of those error bars
were shifted rightward to the data points, suggesting they may be manually added instead of
generated with the plotting software. It can be observed that some of those error bars are
asymmetric, namely, the lengths of the upper part and the lower part are not equal to each
other, and some lose the lower part.
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Abnormal patterns of the data is observed on Table 2 of the article [3]. Most of the mean values
at the TFC entries have fractional parts of either ".93" or ".27", while the mean values at the
BGC entries have trailing digits exclusively to be ".70", ".20", or ".45". These abnormal patterns
suggest that the data was fabricated or that the measurements were not properly set up.
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Table 2
Bioactive substances in worts and beers.
Samples  Wort Beer
TPC TFC BGC TPC TFC BGC
(mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L) (mg/L)
T 638.04 38093 © 24470 58497 27593 31645
+1117* 2.67“’ £1.00°  +279°  +£200°  +225"
T, 633.35 37593 © 24320  539.16  256.27 ¥ 281.20
£307° £200°  £250"° +559° £7.00° +3.00°
T, 441.40 266.27 © 221.45 359.55 147.60  237.45
+8.38° 367 £275° £3.07¢  +3.00° 4 +275°
T4 362.63 173.93 20045 63078 29627  267.20
+ 5.59¢ +3.33¢ _ +1.25° + 5.59" + 233 + 2,00
Control ~ 359.27 170.27 199.70  265.14 9893+  253.70
+3.91¢ £567°  £1.25°  £531°  4.00° + 2.50°

Note: T,, means added tea at the start of boiling; T,, means added tea at the end
of boiling; T3, means added tea at the cooling process; T4, means added tea at the
fermentation process; Control, means brewing beer without tea. Different letters
in the shoulders of the same column indicate significant differences (p < 0.05).

Meanwhile, unusual over representation of ".7292", ".9306", ".9931", ".7629", ".2639" and
".4097" is observed from the data on the Table 2 of the article [4].
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Table 2
Results of wort TFC changes based on three mashing processes.

Step ‘Sampling temperature and time Process (a) Process (b) Process (€)

Mean (mg/L) D (mg/L) ‘Mean (mg/L) D (mg/L) ‘Mean (mg/L) D (mg/1)
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All these 4 articles have author(s) from a top Chinese alcoholic beverage manufacturers,
China Resources Snow Breweries Co. Ltd. (*£iH 55 1€ M A IR A ).

The 5GH team also noticed that an author, named Ran Qiu, from this company published 6
articles in 2024. Most of those articles (5 of 6) were co-authored with authors from Sichuan,
and Qiu was the only author from the company. Although Qiu is the leader of a laboratory at
the company, he did not publish any academic article before 2024, and he seems not to be a
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senior scientist. The 5GH team has no details about the role of Qiu in those studies, but it is
likely that he payed for the authorship.

Some Publications with Author(s) from China Resources Snow Breweries Co. Ltd.

[s]e]} Year Authors Issues
10.1002/jsfa. 13889 2024 |Min Huang, Li Li, Guoging Lei, Ran Qiu, Yi Wang, Jianhang Wu, Xuyan Zong
10.1016/j.fochx.2024.101193 2024 |Jianhang Wu, Ye Zhang, Ran Qiu, Li Li, Xuyan Zong Abnormal Data
10.1016/j.fochx.2024.101394 2024 |Feng Ao, Jianhang Wu, Ran Qiu, Haifeng Zhao, Li Li, Xuyan Zong
10.1016/j.fochx.2024.101673 2024 |Xuyan Zong, Xianjiang Zhou, Xinyue Cao, Shun Gao, Dongyang Zhang, Haoran Zhang, Ran Qiu, Yi Wang, Jianhang Wu, Li Li Abnormal Data
10.1016/j.jfca.2024.106575 2024 |Sinuo Li, Jianhua Jia, Qi Meng, Huanlu Song, Ran Qiu
10.1016/j.jfca.2024.106817 2024 |Fengqing Wang, Xinyue Cao, Ran Qiu, Xianjiang Zhou, Yi Wang, Haoran Zhang, Li Li, Xuyan Zong

Following are other problematic articles with author(s) from China Re Snow Co. Ltd.

10.1002/}.2050-0416.2011.tb00508.x [2012 [Lei Cao, Guanggi Zhou, Ping Guo, Yuchen Li |Abnormal Error Bars
10.1016/j.fm.2018.03.014 [2018 [Xiaomin Li, Guolin Cai, Dianhui W, Ming Zhang, Cai Lin, Jian Lu [Abnormal Error Bars

In recent years, some commercial companies in China were found to get involved in paper mill,
authorship-for-sale, and other academic misconducts. And some others were found to get
involved in low quality studies [5]. These practices may also bring ricks to the scientific

community.
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