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WANG Aijie’s Questionable Editorial Contributions on

Environmental Research

Previously, the 5GH team and our international allies exposed some questionable editorial
contributions of WANG Aijie as Editor-in-Chief on Environmental Research, an Elsevier title [1].
As the investigation went on, we found more concerning editorial activities from Wang, a
professor at Harbin Institute of Technology and CAS Research Center for Eco-Environmental
Science, and she was also a winner for the National Science Fund for Distinguished Young

Scholars, China. Here, we update the list [2] for her questionable editorial contributions.

Edit-for-Themself

Three articles [3-5] coauthored by Wang were handled by herself, according to the original
information on the website of the journal. This caused conflict of interest, and publishers,
including Elsevier, prohibit their editors to do so. We exposed these conflict of interest at [1],

and others posted their concerns on PubPeer.

However, the journal posted two corrigendums [6-7] in September, 2024, months after our
report and the PubPeer posts, denying Wang got involved in the editorial process to [4] and [5],
stating that “it is the policy of the journal and Elsevier that editors must not be involved in
decisions about papers which they have written themselves. ... An audit has been conducted
which shows that this paper, ... was handled appropriately and was subject to several rounds
of independent peer review which were supervised by another of the journal's Associate

Editors”. The 5GH team found no similar corrigendum to [3].
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The corrigendums provided no reliable original records about the editorial process for [4] and
[5], which is crucial to support the statements on the above-mentioned corrigendums. It is

hardly to believe a same mistake happened three times on a well-recognized Elsevier title.
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Asamin V“'g*' Abebe Worku, Addisus Mekonnen, |\ \ic i of Calgary: Addis Ababa University; Arba
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10,1018/ emres 2021, 111945 | S1uand Bao, Zhiing Li, Yanan Hou, Alje Wang, QN |y, otia) miotechnolagy: Dongguan University of 2021/07/15 2021/08/20 % Not disclosed
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Wang, Qian Liu, Cong Huang Stonidnd
Zhi-Ling Li, Di Cao, Cai-Hia Bai, Xiao-Jing Y20, Xiao- gﬁm;‘;"{;ﬁ:\;ﬁo privi e = -
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On the corrigendum [7], NI Bingjie was mentioned to be the Associate Editors to supervise the
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“several rounds independent peer review” to article [5]. The 5GH team noticed WANG Aijie had
strong academic relationship with NI Bingjie, they coauthored on several articles (such as

article [8] and others) which can dated back to 2016 and until recently. This also caused

conflict of interest about NI's editorial contribution to article [5].

Edit-for-Pal

WANG Aijie's Q Editorial Contr on
Dol Author(s) Submitted Accepted | Tureover Time | Handling Editor Conflict of Interest
10.1016/j.envres.2023.117493 ;"L" e Hanlin Wang; i Hep:Ngo; Wensham Guo, Eing Jie.W, 2023-09-13 2023-10-23 P Aije Wang With Wang's previous co-author(s)
ue-Ning Zhang, Wei Wei
Yi-Lu Sun, Wei Wei, Huu Hao Ngo, Wen Shan Guo, Xue-Ning Zhang e
10.1016/j.envres.2023.117213 Bing-Jie Ni. Wei-Qin Zhuang, Han-Lin Wang 2023-08-29 2023-09-26 28 Aljie Wang With Wang's previous co-auther(s)
Huajun Feng, Anan Jin, Xianbin Yin, Zhicheng Hong, Y angcheng Ding, = —
101016/ .emres 2023117641 | Lol e . Vifeng Zhare 2023-09-21 2023-11-08 49 Alie Wang With Wang's previous co-author(s)
10.1016/].envres 2023.116737 |Yuehao Zhi, Shijun Ma, Jing Qin, Zhilan Zhao, Chuanbin Zhou 2023-05-16 2023-07-23 68 Alie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
i Junzhi Zhang, Fan Lu, Xiao He, Yu Liao, Rumeng Chen, Rongjun Xia, i . .
1101018/ envres. 2023.117072 Y_w!;n snaig,, i V::.ans, j‘m/ei R RORNTE 2023-07-05 2023-09-01 . | Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10.1016/].envres. 2024.118409 &f""gr':‘g”sj"“* CandilYang, XL, Cong B, Qindle Meng, Xrkieng, 2023-12.21 2024.02.01 42 Al Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10.1016/].envres 2023.116656 ;‘;"';‘f Znetrg; G Ferg;distyan Caw, Wei L, Yangan'Cin, Meng b, 2023-03-03 2023-07-11 130 Aljie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Xiongfeng Du, Songsong Gu, Zheng Zhang, Shuzhen Li, Yuqi Zhou,
10.1016/j.envres. 2023.115470 |Zhaojing Zhang, Qi Zhang, Linlin Wang, Zhicheng Ju, Chengliang Yan, Tong 2022-12-06 2023-02-08 B4 Aijie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Li, Danrui Wang, Yang, Xi Peng, Ye Deng
Yuan Chang, Kaiyun Zhou, Tianxue Yang, Xinyu Zhao, Ruogi Li, Jun Li,
10.1016/j.envres.2023.117016 |Shaogi Xu, Ziwei Feng, Xiacyan Ding, Longli Zhang, Xiong Shi, Jing Su, Ji 2023-06-23 2023-08-27 65 Aljie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Li, Yuquan Wei
10.1016/j.envres 2023.115845 |Peng Wang, Jian Hu, Guiin Han, Tingyi Liu, Wen-min Ma, Jun Li 2023-02-13 2023-04-03 49 Allie Wang Auhors from Wang's institution(s)
10.1016/j.envres 2023.117024 | Venkai Li, Tiankong Zheng, Ke Feng, Yingqun Ma, Jianguo Liu, Wei Xu, 2023-07-20 2023-08-29 40 Aljie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Wenhu Cheng. Xiaopeng Xi, Jianrong Luo
g Xiaoyan Sun, Huiping Feng, Jialiang Luo, Li Lin, Haixiang Zhang, Yali Duan, e
10.1016/j.envres.2023.115376 Fan Liu, Kaili Zhang, Beiie Wang, Dong LI, Yueming Hu, Zhigiang Zh 2022-11-17 2023-01-25 69 Aljie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Haiyang Yu, Xuechen Zhang, Xiangtian Meng, Dan Luo, Zhengfu Yue, T :
1010165 envres 2023.115842 | L00e T v g Yo L 2023-01-31 2023.04-03 62 Aije Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
2 Yongjing Wang, Xinyu Yan, Songtac Wang, Song Gao, Kai Yang, Ruolin i i i
10,1018 emres.2023.115677 |0l Mo Weng, Liarsel o, Jianwet Yu 2022-12-06 2023-03-08 -] Ajie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10.1016/].envies 2023.115897 |Fengguang Chai, Lin Li, Wenwen Wang, Song Xue, Junxin Liu 2023-02-05 2023-04-24 78 Allie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s})
10.1016/j.envres.2023.116855 |Yue Zhao, Xin Li, Jun Nan 2023-06-20 2023-08-07 48 Aijie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10.1016/j.envres.2023.115360 f;ﬂ"ﬂ"ém'e‘ S0, Jinpen Jiang, b L, b Ma, Wed Ziang, Nim Wy 2022-12-08 2023-01-23 46 Aljie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10.1016/].envres.2023.116552 |Degi Zhu, Aihua Wen, Aiping Tang 2023-05-18 2023-07-02 45 Aijie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Xiaofel Shi, Bo Li, Donglei Fu, Jiao Bai, Stephen Dauda Yabo, Kun Wang, " Tz
1010161 emvres 2023.116268 S2 0 ® B0 L g Hong Qi 2023-03-08 2023-05-27 80 Aiie Wang Authors from Wang's institutian(s)
10.10161}envres.2023.1 16160 | 122 1o HFa L. Yudan Wang, Fugis Ma. Chunhong Zhang, argxing 2023-04-02 20230514 2 A Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10,1018/ enwres, 2023116589 |Likud Fen, Zhelu Gao, Tiany Hu, Shufei e, Yulin, Junqas Jiang, Qingliang) 5053 o5 17 2023-07-06 50 Alfie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Zhao, Liangliang Wei
Tang Wu, Jie Ding, Le Zhong, Yi-Lin Zhao, Han-Jun Sun, Ji-Wei Pang, Lei i -
10,1016/ enwres.2023.115513 8 't B e Ren, Shan Shan Yang 2022-12-21 2023-02-14 55 Ajlie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10.1016/].envres.2023.115863 x“?{:“ﬁ::”vgu‘ Wellle Hu. Yinxie LI, Qiuzhuo Zhang, Yulle Feng, Yaniing 202301-29 2023-04-07 68 Aijie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10,1016/ envres.2024.118834 :,‘:{::‘:;‘l?‘:h”‘a”g SRR LB - Ranal e AL 2oL 2024-01-16 2024-03-03 a7 Aije Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
110.1016/].envres 2023.116964 |Da Li, Qinxue Wen, Zhigiang Chen 2023-07-31 2023-08-22 22 Aijie Wang “|Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10.1016/j.envres.2023.115458 I‘;?;“g;:m?rl‘; : e Weog, Ry, Chend Zho, Weiwel Yeng, Yongsherg | s 400y 2023-02-08 a7 Aljie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10.1016/].envres.2023.116253 |Wen Qin, Jianshan Peng. Jingru Yang, Yang Song. Jun Ma 023-03-05 2023-05-26 82 Aijie \Wang Authors from Wang's institution|
10.1016/].envres.2023.115730 |Shengnan Li, Haixing Chang, Shiyu Zhang, Shih-Hsin Ho 022-12-24 2023-03-19 85 Aijie Wang Authors from Wang's institution
10.1016/j.envres.2023.116470 |Zhiliang Cui, Guoren Xu, Banu Ormeci, Jiayin Hao 022-09-29 2023-06-19 263 Aijie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s
10.1016/j.envres. 2023.116858 |Gongyu Zhang, Wel-Hsin Chen, Shih-Hsin Ho, Anh Tuan Hoang, Ying Zhang | 2023-06-12 20230821 70 Aifie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s
101016/} envres 2023116802 ig‘:;‘a" TR TR JARFORIZRRO L YOI SLYUMEN| oty 2023.07-30 153 Aije Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10,1016/ enwres 2023.115427 |Heshan Zheng, Yitong Ji, Shuo Li, Wei Li, Jun Ma, Junfeng Nu 2022-12-22 2023-02-03 43 Ajie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Ao e 2023 19saay |00 Chundso, Pang Ma, Weae W, Shuzhes L, Jing Yang, Zhue Chen, 2023-03-08 2023-04-11 3¢ Alfie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Shengyang Lian, Yuanyuan Qu
10.1016/j.envres.2023.115510 |Ke-Wen Wang, Wen-Zong Liu, Da Kang, Yu-Xiang Zhang, Dan Cui 2022-11-06 2023-02-14 100 Aijie \Wang Authars from Wang's institution(s)
Qian Li, Hanlin Cui, Yihao Li, Xin Song, Wenzong Liu, Yongxuan Wang,
10.1016/j.envres.2023.116028 |Haimeng Hou, Hongbo Zhang, You Li, Fan Wang, Jun Song, Hanfeng Ye, 2023-03-25 2023-04-29 35 Aijie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Sirui Song, Tong Che, Shuai Shao, Deyong Kong, Bin Liang
10,1016 . enwes. 2024.118438 f“:”fo%“:;‘eg_‘m:;’ LRt I a0a, ViEREhe: Weng: ol 2020114 2024-02-05 2 |jeWang |Authors from Wang's nstituonts)
10.1016/j.envres. 2023.116594 IJ_:JE"”;‘“' Houmbien Han, Xoew Zhy, Jurt, D Zhong. Hangleog Wel e | oo iy 2023-07-06 35 Adjie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
10.1016/).anvres.2023.115996 | 2nshan Zheng, Wangian Guo, Chao Li, Yongbin Sun, Qi Zhao, Hao Lu, 2022-08-06 2023-04-24 261 Aljie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Qishi Si, Huazhe Wang
10:1016/.emvres.2024.118905 | 120 Yin, Aluan Zhou, Yaoil Wi, Cristiano Varrone, Dengfel Li, Jingyang | 965y 05,14 2024-03.23 38 Aiie Wang Authors from Wang's institution(s)
Luo, Zhangwei He, Wenzong Liu, Xiuping Yue

WANG Aijie has 39 edit-for-pal records, including 3 cases where she acted as the handling
editor for the articles from her previous coauthors [9-11], and 36 cases where she acted as
handling editor for the articles from authors in her institutions, CAS Research Center for

Eco-Environmental Science, and/or Harbin Institute of Technology (including Harbin Institute of
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Technology Shenzhen) (article [12] and others).

During the time the work [9] and [10] were done, and the manuscripts (coauthored by Huu Hao
NGO) were submitted to Environmental Research for consideration of publication, WANG Aijie
and NGO coauthored on several articles (such as [13] and others). Therefore, the editorial role

of WANG for the article [9] and [10] caused conflict of interest.

WANG Aijie and ZHANG Yifeng have longer academic relationship. They coauthored on
articles which can date back to 2020, such as article [14] and others, and thus, WANG’s

editorial role for article [11] (coauthored by ZHANG) also caused conflict of interest.

On the other hand, WANG also received large number of Edit-for-Pal from NGO and ZHANG,
including article [15], [16] and others. Concerns are raised that these researcher group is likely

taking advantages of their editorial roles to promote the publications of each other.

WANG Aijie’s other 36 Edit-for-Pal cases were about the articles ([13] and others) from CAS
Research Center for Eco-Environmental Science, and/or Harbin Institute of Technology. At
least one author on each of these articles works at a same institution(s) as WANG. Publishers
and journals always strictly forbid editors to handle manuscripts from their own institutions,

concerning this kind of editorial contributions may cause conflict of interest.

The 5GH team notices that most of the articles on Environmental Research do not disclose the
information of the handling editor, only a few published in 2023 and 2024 provide such
information. This indicates that the number of WANG’s questionable editorial contribution may
be much larger than we recently found, and it also indicates that other editors on
Environmental Research may also get involved in questionable editorial contributions, raising

concerns about the editorial practices of this Elsevier title.
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